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LOVE worketh no ill to his Neighbours, therefore 
LOVE is the fulfilling of the Law, Rom. 13. 10. 
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The Miſchief of Prejudice : 


OR, SOME 


Impartial Troucurs, Sc. 


| Citizen. 
= WG New Year to you. 
Count. The like to you Ma- 
ſter 3 and a great many, 
be, what News have you in 
9 Town? 
Tt There's nothing worth telling, All 
the Talk here, is about one Dr. Snape, and 
Dr. 8herlock, and what They have written 
in Anſwer to the Biſhop of Bargor's Ser- 
mon, and his other Treatiſes. Have you 
heard of them in the Country ? 

'Count. Heard! Ods they are brave Men. 
They have laid the Presbyterian Biſhop flat 
upon his Back, and have ftunn'd him ſo 
with their Anſwers and Replies, that he'll 


never riſe. again. But I am told theſe very 
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worthy Champions of the Church, are diſ- 
mis d from being Chaplains to the King, for 
the ſake of their ſtrict Adherence to the 
Eſtabliſh'd Religion. | 

Cit. Religion! You make me Smile now : 
God torbid any ſhould Suffer on that Ac- 
count: No, I hope our Superiors have not 
ſo learn'd Chriſt, as to ſet aſide any who 
ſincerely Preach and Propagate his Do- 
ctrines. | 

Count, Nay, Maſter, I am ſure they are 
true Church of Fzgland Men, and have 
ſpoke ſmartly againlt the D. ſſenters. 

Cit. And would have done as much for 
them, betore the one was in ſtall'd Dean of 
Chiceſier, and the other was put into à Way 
of getting Two Thouſand Pounds per An- 
num by the Rod and Ferula at Eaton Col- 
lege. But come, Friend, thou art an ho- 
neſt Fellow; for thou haſt always paid me 
my Kent weil, and haſt a good Report a- 
mongſt thy Neighbours, as a quiet, peace- 
able Man; but thou art a little too Warm. 
Did'ſt thou but hear both Sides, thou 
v ould'ſt fee thy Miſtake, and correct it. 
Count. As for my part, Vaſter, I ſhall 

be very glad to correct any Miſtake, when 
ſhall be convinc' that it is one 3 bur I can 
:fNare you, I beheve nothing but what my 
Father, Grandfather, and they were as good 
| , Church- 
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Churchmen as any of them all, benev d 
before me.” 


(it. Ah! there s the Misfortune- : We 
contract narrow and {trait Notions of Per- 


ſons and Things from the Repreſentations 
that have been made to us by others, witk- 


out ever exami ning them our ſelves; and 


hence it is that we receive ſuch Pre judices, 


that we are hardly ever able afterwards to 
quit our:ſclvesof. 
Connt. Pray, Sir, what muſt 2 Man do 
in ſuch a Caſe ? 2 
Cit. Never take up With every Hear. ſay, 
but endeavour to acquaint your ſelf, whe- 


ther the Report that is made you of Things 


or Perſons, be juſt, or unjuſt, 

Count. Perhaps one may not have Time 

Opportunity to inform ones __ of the 
Truth of them: 

Cit. If you have not leifare to examine 
Things, nor an Opportunity of knowing 


truly What Perſons ate, I hope, you can 


at leaſt, forbear ſpeaking ill of them, 
throwing Dirt at them, and pelting them 
with abuſive Names: If they dont deſerve 


ſuch Uſage, it is highly Unchriftian and 


Unjuſt; and it they do, that is not the 
way to reclaim them; For ile Wrath 0 


Man worketh not the Righteouſneſi of God. 


Count. 


[6] ” 


Count. Ah Maſter! I am afraid you are 


a Presbyterian ; If all People were like 
you, we ſhould have the Diſſenters ſo up- 
ich, there would be no bearing of them; 
they would be for fetring the Meeting above 
the Church. No, no, Dr. Sa me, and Dr. 
Sherlock for my Money: Afacks, Maſter, 
they have given Biſhop Hoadly and the 
Diſſenters their own with a Witneſs, They 
ſtand up couragiouſly for the Church and 
Religion. | 

| Cit. Soft Words, I beſeech you: And 


now you talk at this Rate, I begin to be Ty 


afraid for you, leſt you ſhould turn Pres- 
byteriar, ſince yon ſeem to compliment 


them in calling thoſe Perſons by that Name, 


who only adviſe you to judge charitably 
end ſpeak favourably of thoſe that may 
differ from you in Opinion, as to leſſer Mat- 
ters Prithee my good Friend be mode- 
rate. 

Count. Hey! 1 thought I ſhould find you 
out at laſt: You are a hideons Freshyter ian, 
for that Moderation is a mighty Word a- 
mong them, 

Cit, That makes nothing to the purpoſe 3 
(but by the way you may remember, that 
this Doctrine is preach'd by Chriſt and his 
Apoſtles ;) for, I hope you'll allow, that as 
a good Sentence, tho ſpoken by a wicked 

Perſon, 


171 
Perſon, does not make it a bad one; ſo 
neither, does a Diſſenter's uſing that Word, 
if in the ſame Senſe it was firſt ſpoken or 
agd, diminiſh or leſſen any Thing of its 
real Force and Worth. But let me be free 
with you and ask one plain Quieſtion. 5 
Count. With all my Heart, a Thouſand 
if you pleaſe. Kade 
Cit. Do you know what the Word Ms: 
deration ſignifies ? hain 
Count. Why, Maſter, Ir is a hard puzling 
Word thaus true; but iv to be a Diſſeater 
isn't it? | 
Cit. You were never more out in yeur 
Life: Let I dont fo much blame you, ſince 
abundance of other People, and ſuch as 
pretend to greater degrees of Knowledge 
than you do, hold very ridiculous and ig- 
norant Notions about this, and other things 


of this nature. 
Count. Do you ſay ſo? I thought I had 


it right. 


Cit, You are really very much iſtaken; | 


L and I have often thonght how 'happy. ir 
Would be with Mankind if they minded 


Things more, and Words leſ. How many 
needleſs Diſputes would it free us from, if 
we would not give our ſelves a Liberty of 
fixing Notions upon Words they never at 
licſt were deſign d to ſignifie? I have found 


many 


(81 
many Gentle men. who before, very much 
differ d in their Opinions to have become of 
one Mind, when they came to underſtand 
one another: For moſt Controverſies are 
meerly about Words. I will endeavour 
therefore to give you the true meaning of 
Moderation as it is generally underſtood, 
then I'll ſhow you ſeveral Places where it 
is made mention of in the Scriptures ; and 
afterwards deſcribe to you the Character of 
a Moderate Chyrchman ; and that you may 
not think 1 impoſe upon you with a falſe 
Explication, I' write it down that you may 
ſhow it the Parſon of your Pariſh. 

Count. Not I, Maſter, Vil carry no Mo- 
dleration to him; I have heard him preach 
againſt it a Hundred times. 

Cit, Well! if you won't carry it to him, 
carry it to the Parſon of —— two Miles 
off, they ſay the Diſſenters go oſten to hear 

him. 

Count. Marry come up, and no Wonder, 
for they ſay he is a Presbyterian | 
Cit. Alas! How are Mankind degenera- * 
ted? How do they pervert the common 
Notions of Things, ſo as to call Evil, 
Good, and Good, Evil? But what makes 4 

em ſay he is a Presbyterian 2 Does he,wear | 
a Cloak in the Pulpit, or, preach in a Meet- © 
Ing 2 % 


Count, 


L 9.) 

© Count. Not as lever heard of; but they 
ſay the Diſenters Love him, and that they 

like his Preaching, 
Cit. You know the common ſaying, 
Love begets Love, and there are few Peo- 
ple ſo harden'd and ſteel'd as not to be 
wounded by the ſoft Darts of Kindneſs and 
and Good>will. The Exerciſe of Com- 
paſſion and Benevolence to an Enemy, can 
hardly fail of creating in him, if not a 
Good, yet a better Liking of you than he 
had before; and when you have once got 
a ſmall Footing in his Eſteem, it is a good 
Preparative to a nearer Correſpondence, and 

that often produces an Agreement. 

Count. That's true I am ſure; for there 
was my Neighbour Hodge and I had once 
a terrible falling out: You muſt know my 
Hogs got into his Grounds and did a great 
deal of miſchict, whereupon, . He not 
knowing whoſe they were, or what to do 
with em, pounded them; The News of 
what happen'd was ſoon brought to me, 
and as there are ſeldom wanting a ſort f 
People to the good Offices of letting Folk 
together by the Ears, they added, that he 
did it to ſpite me forſooth. This madded 
me very much, ſo that I would not ſpeak 
to him, nor ſo much as lend him a Rake 
when he wanted one. But to be ſhort with 
B my 


his fine 


[107] 


my Story, it fortund ſome time aſter 
that my Cows had rambled beyond their 


Bounds, and had mumbled a great part of 
Quick ſet-Fedge, what does Hodge 
do but preſently bring em home, and in a 


civil manner told me what they had done; 


I being pleas'd with his Xindveſs call'd for a 
Bottle * the Beſt, over which we had abun- 
dance of Chat, and then 1 diſcover'd how 
falfe the report that had been made of Him 


about my Hogs was, and how great the 


malice of the Rogues that told me ſo; and 
now who ſo great together as Hodge and J. 

Cit. Don't you think then, that this Par. 
ſon takes the beſt and moſt likely Method 
to reconcile the Diſſenters to the Church; 
for he does not Preach himſelf, but Chrift and 
his Doctrine, which is Holineſs of Life, fer- 
vent Charity, and mutual Forbearance 2 

Count. This does indeed ſeem to be the 
better way than that which the Parſon of my 
Pariſh takes; but for al} that, you'll grant 
our Parſon to be the better Churchmaa of 
the Two. 

Cit. Not at all; for let a Miniſter, now- 
a-days, have never fo great a Regard for 
the Government and Rites of the Church 3 
yer, ſuppofe him a Biſhop, or Presbyter of 
the Church, he ſhall be branded wit the 
Character of a Presbyterias, if he be = * 
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12 } 
Chriſtian and * Temper, as to will 
the Good and Happineſs of all Mankind, 
and in ordet to that, endeavours, in the 
moſt friendly and kind Way, to eonvince 
them of their little Prejudices and Diſlikes 


to the obſervance of ſome External Rites 


and Ceremonies ; and, tho he docs not 
prove ſucceſsful in ſo doing, yet, becauſe 
he ſees the Image of God ſtamped on em, 
and that they hold all the Things neceſſary 
to Salvation, he cannot forbear thinking it 
his Duty to ſpeak friendly and faveurably 
of em, and do them all the kind Offices 
that lie in his Power. 

Count. Thats very unjuſt and unreaſo- 


nable. 


Cit. It is ſo, But ſince they diſlike and 
hate even thoſe that believe and practiſe 
every thing that the Church requires of em, 
unleſs they run with em to the ſame exceſs 
of unchriſtian and fiery Rage againſt others, 
you have the leſs Reaſon to wonder, that 
they ſhould hate and calumniate thoſe who 
differ from them in ſeveral Matters, the be- 
lief of which are not neceſſary to Salvati- 
on, tho' they profeſs and own the ſame Lord, 
the ſame Faith, the ſame Baptiſm, the ſame 
God and Father of all Things, and fo are of 
the ſame Religion with themſelves, 


B 2 Count. 


[ 12 ] 

Count. Hold, Maſter, I never in my Life 
heard beſore, that the Diſſenters were of the 
fame Religion with the Church of England. 

Cit. Let us firſt tell you the meaning of 
Moderation, and then Ill endeavour to ſet 
you right in this matter, and afterwards 
we'll diſcourſe about the Sermon. 

Count. I long to hear you. 

Cit, Moderation, then, in the general Senſe 
of it, is (as the late Learned and Pious 
Biſhop Wilkins defines it) a Virtue reſpe- 
King 0 dur Actions towards others, in ſuch 
Caſes as the Law-giver, (could he have 
foreſeen) would have provided for, [ taken 
care of] whereby a Man is willing to re- 
cede [yield or part a little] from his own 
ſtrict Right, and the utmoſt Extremities of 
Things, and to take the moſt amicable 
[friendly] Way of agcomodating | making 
up of Differences, ſupplying C making 
up] that by right Reiſon, which is nor 
provided for [taken care of ] in the Words 
of the Written Law, How, my Friend, 
do vou like this Explanaiion of Moderation? 

Count. Well enough, now you have made 
me underſtand all the crabbed Words in it 3 
but I ſhould be glad if you would give me 
the Senſe of it in fewer Words. 

Cit, I'll try what [ can do; but to be 
mort and clear is no very eaſie Matter. Mo- 

| deration 


[13] 
deration is à Virtue that inclines a Man ra- 
ther to depart a little from his own juſt 
Right, than to preſs too hard upon ano- 
ther, or, Moderation is a Virtue that in- 
clines us to put the beſt Senſe [Meaning] 


on every Thing, when there is no evident 


[plain] Reaſon to the contrar x. 
Caunt. L like this very well; it is doing 
to others, as we would have them do unto 


us. 

Cit, You ſay right. 

Count. Be pleas d now to point at thoſe 
Places of Scripture, that recommend to us 
the Practice of Moderation. 

Cit, I ſhall refer you but to a few, for if 
I was to tranſcribe all the Paſſages of 
Holy Writ, that exhort Chriſtians. to this 
Virtue, it would make a little Volume. 
I will content my ſelf then with only bare- 
ly ſetting down ſuch Places of Scripture 
which relate to this Subject, as I find col- 
lected tomy Hand by a late P:ozs and Lear- 
ned Biſhop. The Senſe of theſe follow- 
ing Words of Scripture, is to exhort Per- 
ſons to Moderation towards one another, 

That ſince we Know in part, and Prophe- 
fie in part, and that now we ſee through 4 
Glaſs darkly, | » Cor, 13.] we ſhonld not 
deſpiſe or contewn Perſons not ſo knowing 
as our ſelves, but Him [ Rom, 14.) that is 


weak 
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weak in the Faith me ſbonld receive, but not 
to doubtful Difpenſations 5 therefore cer- 
tainly to Charity and not to Vexations 3 
not to thoſe which are the idle Effects of 
impertinent Wranglings. And provided 
they keep cloſe to the Forndition, which is 
Faith and Obedience, let them Build #port 
this Foundation Matter more or leſs precions 5 
yet if the Foundation be intite, the ſpall 
be Saved with or without Loſs, And ſince 
we profeſs our ſelves Servants of ſo meck 
a Maſter, and Diſaples of ſo charitable an 
Inſtitution, Let ns wall worthy bf the Voca- 
tion wherewith we are called with all Lomli- 
meſs and Meehueſi, with Long-Juffering, For- 
bearing one another in Live ; for this is the 
beſt endeavouring to keep the Unity of the 


Spirit, when it is faſtned in the Bord of 
Peare, [ Eph. 4.2; 3.] And although it be 


a Duty of Chriſtianity, that we 4/f ſpeak the 
fame Thing, that there be no Diviſions among 
us, but that we be perfeftly joined together in 
the ſame Mind, and in the ſame Judgment, 
[1 Cort. t. o. Net this Unity is to be eſtima- 
ted according to theUniry of Faith in things 
neceſſary, in Matters of Creed, Articles 


Fundamental; for as for other Things, it is 


more to be wiſh'd than to be hop'd for; there 
are ſome doubtful Diſpenſationt, Rom. 14.0 
and in ſuch the Scribe, the Wiſe, the Diſpu- 
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ter of ' this World, are moſt commonly very 
far from Certainty, and many Times from 
Truth. There fre diverſity of Perfwaſt 
ons in Matters indifferent, as Mfeati, amd 
Drinks, and Holidays, &e.' and both Par- 
ties, the Aſſir mative, Che that is for it] and 
the Negative [he that is againſt it] Affirm 
and Deny with Innocence enough, for the 
Obſerver, and he that " obſerves not, intend. 
both to God, and God is our common 


Maſter, we all Fellow-Servants, and mos 
the Judge of each other, in Matters of Con- 


ſcience, or, doubtful Diſputation. And every 
Man that 5 Baith ruſt baue it to himſelf 
before God; but no Man muſt either in fuch 
Matters fudge his Brother, or fet him as 


ravght ; but let us follow after the Things 


which make for Peace, and Things wherewith 
one may edifie another: And the Way to do 
that is not by Knowledge but by Charity, 
L Cor. 8.1} For Knowledge puſfeth np, but 
Charity edifieth ;, and fince there is not in 


every Man the ſame Knowledge, [ver. 7.” 


but the Conſcience of ſome is weak as my 
Liberty muſt not be judged of another Mar: s 
weak Conſcience ; {x Cor. 10. 29.) So muſt 
not I pleaſe my ſelf ſo much in my right 


Opinion, but I muſt alſo take order, rhat 


his weak Conſciente be nod offtnded or deſpi- 
fed, (ibid.) for no Man muſt ſeek his own, 
but 


| .). 
but very Man another's Wealth. And al- 
| though we amt. contend earneſily for the 
f Faith, yet , above all. things, we muſt. put on 
Charity," which is the Bond of Perfe@neſs : 
And therefore this Contention muſt be with 
Arms fit for the Chriſtian Warfare, the Sword 
1 of. the Spirit, and the Shield of Faith, and 
| tbe Preparation of the GOSPEL OF 
PEACE, inſtead. of. Shoes, and 4 Helmet 
| of Salvation, but not with other Arms; for 
a Churchman muſt not be hs, 4 
Striler; for the Weapons of our Warfare are 
ll mot Carnal but Spiritual, and the Perſons 
that uſe them ought to be gentle, and eaſy 
to be intreated z and we muſt give an Account 
.of our Faith ſo them that ask us with Meek- 
.neſ3 end Humility ; for ſo is the Will of God, 
that with welk-doing. ye may put to ſilence the 
Tenorance of foolifpMen. Theſe and Thou- 
ſands more to the ſame Purpoſe are the 
- -Dodrines of Chriſtianity. Bp. Taylor, Lib. 
of Prop. _— | 

Count. Lou have ſufficiently convinc'd 
me; and I now deſire your Character of a 
Moderate Churchman. , 

Cit, A Moderate Churchman is one (as I 
take it) that believes all the Fundamental 
or chief Articles of the Chriſtian Religi- 
on, approves of the Doctrine, and ſub- 


mits to the Diſcipline of the Church of 
England, 
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England, as by Law eſtabliſh'd, and con- 
forms himſelf to its Rites and Ceremonies: 
Yet knowing that from the Nature of 
Things it's impoſſible tor all Men to have 
the ſame Notions and Apprehenſions of 
Controverſies in Chriſtianity, ſince they 
have not the ſame Helps, nor the ſame 
Education, he makes allowances for any | 
Failings in this Reſpect, and Endeavours 
to clear up their Notions, and draw 'em 
over to his Opinion to the Bonds of Love, 
and the Cords of a Man. He conſiders how 
much is due, and what great regards are to 
be had to the Unity and Peace of the Eſta- 
bliſhed Church, and therefore does all that 
he can do to perſwade Diſſenters to join 
with the Church. He tells them in the 
moſt mild and gentle manger, that ſeeing 
they agree in the Eſlential, Main, and 
Chief Points of Religion with the Charch, 
he hopes they will not ſtand out upon leſſer 
Matters. | 
Count. Hopes they ll not ſtand ont l They 
ought to be made to come in. IJ ſure if 
was 
Cit, Sweeten your Temper, and conſider, 
that Men are not Maſters of their own 
Opinions; neither can they change their 
Thoughts when they pleaſe. Pray anſwer 
me one Queſtion : Do you think, if you 
G | had 
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had been brought up a Diſenter, it would 


have been a very eaſie Matter for you to 
have come over to the Church ? 

Count. To tell you the Truth, I believe 
I ſhould not eaſily have left the Religion I 
was brought up in, 

Cit, You ſtill go on in your Errour, of 
making the Church of England, and the 
Diſſenters to be of a different Religion. 
But I hope I ſhall convince you of that 


Miſtake by and by. 


Count, What fhould I have faid ? 

| Cit, The Way I was brought up in. But 
to proceed : The Moderate Churchman con- 
ſiders likewiſe, that the Goſpel of the Holy 
Jeſus requires us to be Merciful, as our 
Father which is in Heaven is Merciful, and 
therefore he abhors all Fierceneſs, all Cru- 
elty and Perſecution ; he deſires to imitate 
Chriſt himſelf, who gave no Example of a 
furious Zeal and Religious Rage, againſt 
thoſe who deſpiſed his Doctrines: Nay, he 
diſcountenances this Temper in his Diſci- 
ples, who would have call'd for Fire from 
Heaven to conſume the Samaritans, (tho 
they had been guilty of a great Incivility 
towards his Perſon, in refuſing to give him 
Entertainment as he was going to Feruſa- 
lem ;) for he thus rebukes them; Ve Hum 


not what manner of Spirit ye are f; for the 
Son 
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[19] 
Son of Man is not come to deſtroy Mens Lives 
but to ſave them, St. Luke 9. 55, 56. 

Count, 1 never did love quarrelling with 
my Neighbours; and if you can prove to 
me, that the Religion of the Diſſenters is 
not different ſrom that of the Church of 
England, I ſhall like them better than I did. 
Cit. Thus, you ſee, I have given you 
the Character of a Moderate Churchman, 
or, a True Son of the Church of Ergland, 
which you pleaſe. 

Count, What, Maſter, do you make no 
Difference between them twe ? 

C:t. Not I, provided they anſwer the 
above-mention'd Character. And Ido hear- 
tily wiſh we had no ſuch Diſtinctions at all, 

Count. I don't know how it happens, Sir, 


but your Notions and mine are very wide 


from one another in this matter. I always 
reckon'd a Moderate Churchman to be near 
a-kin to a Presbyterian,or indeed no Church 
of Ergland- man at all. | 
Cit. What Reaſon had you for it ? 
Couut. Nay, truly, not much Reaſon, 
only all that I ever diſcours d with uſe to 
reckon them ſuch, unleſs it be that they 
don't rail againſt the Dzſſenters And you 
have ſufficiently ſatisfied me, that our Bleſ- 
ſed Saviour is againſt all ſuch Methods of 
Proceeding. 
5 C 2 Cit. 


— - * = - — — 1 _ — — 
& 4 £ —_ * 1 A g = by 4 
8 1 1 2 "I" — 
N — * - . _ & Je 
N r = hs n 1 
- = Sr Ru 


| . 

.Cit. Hence you and I may ſee the Weak», 
neſs of Humane Nature, aud what great 
Reafon we have to pray to God, to give us 
a right Underſtanding and true Judgment 
of Things ; ſeeing, that when once our 
Judgments are prepoſleſs'd, or violently 
bent any one Way, we do not believe 
Things according to their Evidence and 
real Appearance, but as our Prejudice, Hu- 
mour or Intereſt ſways. 

Count. Now, Maſter, I defire the Perfor- 
mance of your Promiſe, in informing me 
wherein the Diſſenters differ from the 
Church of England, 

Cit, I will ; but in order to your better 
Information about their Opinions, it will 
be neceſſary to acquaint you, Firſt, where- 
in they do agree, and afterwards, wherein 
they differ. They do then moſt of em 
agree in the main Articles of the Chriſtian 
Faith ; namely, in acknowledging the Scrip- 
tures to be the Word of God, and a perſect 
Rule of Life. They likewiſe believe that 
Summary of the Chriſtian Faith, commonly 
call'd the APOSTLES CREED, which 
by the Apoſtles and ancient Fathers was 
counted ſufficient to Denominate or Stile a 
Man a Chriſtian, and upon the Belief of it, 
they admitted him into the Communion of 
the Church, _Y 

Count, 
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Count. Pray, Sir, wherein do they dif- 
fer ? 

Cit. They differ from the Church of Eng- 
land in their Church Government; for they 
are againſt Epiſcopacy, or the Government 
of the Church by Biſhops, and approve of 
Presbytery, or the Government of the 
Church by Presbyters, or Elders who are 
choſen out of the Graveſt and Ableſt of 
their Miniſters, and they jointly Ordain 
Miniſters, and overſee and manage what 
other Affairs relate to the Church. From 
the Word Presbyter, the People who are 
for that ſort of Government are call'd Pres- 
byterians, . 

Count, I ſhould be glad, Maſter, if you 
would acquaint me more particularly about 
theſe Matters. | 

Cit, I have not, Leiſure for that now, But 
to go on with our Deſign. The Diſſenter s 
do not like Set Forms of Prayer, therefore 
they do not approve of the CO M MO N- 
PRATER, nor of divers Rites and Cere- 
monies that are made uſe of in the Service 
of the Church, For Example; they dil- 
agree about the Uſe of Godfathers and God. 
mothers, and the Marking with the Sign of 
the CROSS in Baptiſm. They are againſt 
Feeling in the receiving of the Sacrament, 
and they object againſt ſeveral other Rites 

| and 
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and Cuſtoms of the Church, which we have not 
now Time to mention. | 

Count. But, Maſter, they don't like the Lord's 
Prayer. 

Cz. That's a miſtake; For they have the Apo- 
ſtles Creed, the Lord s Prayer, and” the Ten (em- 
prandments, Printed in their Catechiſms. They 
each em their Children, and divers of their 
Miniſters conclude their Prayers, with the Lord's 


Prayer. 


Count, I never heard of but One, and that was 
a Scotchman ; and he before he made uſe of it 
ſaid, Let us now pin up the Bastet, with that old 
auuſiy Prayer which they call thine, Lord. 

Cu. That may be: But 1 can aſſure you, tis 
a notorious Falſehood, and the Diſſenters might, 
with as much Reaſon and juſtice difſike the 
whole, or any Part of the Bible. But I cannot 
here diſſemble a Thing which I have often ta- 
ken notice of; and that is a ſcurvy Trick, which 
the Zealots of all Parties are guilty of, in hear- 
ing a falſe Report charged upon a ' contrary | 
Party, tho they know it to be a miſrepreſen- 
ration, and that it is their Duty to ſet People 
Right in ſuch Miſtakes, and not to prejudice 
them to a Party : For che common People ſup- 
poſe of Courſe that the Thing is ſo, when they 
who ſhonld inform 'em better, do by their Si- 


- lence not gainſay it 


Cunt. 1 don't very well underſtand you. 

Cit. My meaning is this. I could with that 
every Man, eſpecially thoſe, whoſe Buſineſs it is 
to inſtruct others, would do all that lies in their 
Power to remove and reconcile the common 
M ſunderſtardings, that Perſons may have con- 
ce d againſt one another, from a miſtaken Re- 
port of chat unjuſt Repreſentation of others. 

Count. It 
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Count, If People would deal fo fairly by one 
another, there would be a far berter Underſtand- 
ing, and a great deal more Love among us, 
than there is at preſent. But, pray Sir, give me 
an Inſtance or Two of what you here mean. 

Cit. 1 will. You have already given an In- 
ſtance your ſelf in ſome Church People, who 
ſay, the Diſſenters are againſt che Lord's Prayer, 
without ever having ask'd of any Diſſenters about 
the Matter, who is beſt able to inform them of 
his own Opinions, Another Inſtance, I will give 
you. in ſome Diſſenters, who talk againſt the Com- 
mon-Prayer- Boo, and object againſt the Matter 
thereof; without ever having look'd into One. 
But theſe are the unthinking People of both 
Sides, who are carried away with every Wind 
of Dodlrine, and fall in with any Thing that 

rikes upon their Fancies, without ever taking 
the Pains to inquire, whether the Thing be right 


or Wrong. 


Count. But, now Maſter, for the Biſhop's Ser- 
mon, and the Dean's and Doctor's Remarks 


thereupon, and his Replyes. 


Cit. As to thoſe, I ſhall forbear to quote any 
Particular Paſſages our of them, For my real 
Deſign being only to perſwade you, my ſelf, 
and others, to a mutual Forbearance of one ano- 
ther; and to endeavour after Peace and Unity; 
it would be unchriſtian and contrary to ſuch a 
Deſign, to do any Thing, whereby the Anger 
and Diſpleaſure of any People towards the Dean 
and the Doctor, might be increas'd and augment- 
ed. I ſhall therefore only obſerve to you, how 
contrary, how repugnant to, and how vaſtly dit- 
ferent, that Spirit of Uncharitableneſs, Heat, ard 
Wrath, which runs thro' all their Animadverſi- 
ons on the Biſhop's meek and truly Chriſtian Di- 

Ba ſcourſes, 
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| ſcourles, is from that Spirit of Love, mutual For- 
. bearance, Gentleneſs and Charity, that is recom- 


mended to us in thoſe Places of Scripture I have 


above cited; and conſequently that the Tenour 


of their's is contrary to thoſe Doctrines. 
Count. I don't think truly, that Dr. Sherlock, or 


Dr. Snape s Writings favour of a Chriſtian Spirit. 


Cit. But, I'll give you an excellent Diſcourſe 


that does. 


Count. Thank you, Maſter, Pray what's the 


Title. 


Cit. It is the preſent-Biſhop of Norwich, his 


. Charge to the Clergy of the Dioceſe ; a very valuable 
Treatiſe, and written with a Temper truly Primi- 


tive and Chriſtian. | 
Count. T1] read it over to my Wife and Family, 


once a Week. If it be ſo good as you make it. 


Cit. You will do very well: For it will teach 
them to put on Bowels of Compaſſion for their 


Fellow Creatures, and to preſerve the Spirit of 


Unity in the Bund of Peace, and in Righteouſneſs of 
Life ; to embrace our Fellow Chriſtians with open 
Arms, Salute them with a Kiſs of Charity, and to 
do them all the kind Offices they are obliged. 
Count. Ill home with it inſtantly : For I long to 


be Reading. 


Cit. Farewell. And, Do thou, O! Heavenly 
Father, the God of Peace and Love, diſpoſe the 
Hearts of all Orders and Conditions of Men 


© amongſt us to Chriſtian Charity, Humility and 


* Forbearance of one another, in the Spirit of 
* Meekveſs, that no Sedition may diſturb this State, 
nor Schiſins diſtract this Church; but as. we are 
Members of the ſame Body, and Profeſſors of 


the ſame Faith and Hope, ſo we may with one 


* Hears, and one Mouth, glorifie*thee, thro' our 
only Mediator Jeſus Chriſt. . Amen. 


